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27)Article In those States in which ethnic, religious or linguistic minorities exist, persons 

belonging to such minorities shall not be denied the right, in community with the other 

members of their group, to enjoy their own culture, to profess and practice their own 

religion, or to use their own language. �
30)Article In those States in which ethnic, religious or linguistic minorities or persons of 

indigenous origin exist, a child belonging to such a minority or who is indigenous shall not 

be denied the right, in community with other members of his or her group, to enjoy his or her 

own culture, to profess and practice his or her own religion, or to use his or her own 

language.  

4)States should, where appropriate, take measures in the field of education, in order to 

encourage knowledge of the history, traditions, language and culture of the minorities 

existing within their territory. Persons belonging to minorities should have adequate 

opportunities to gain knowledge of the society as a whole. �
5)States should, where appropriate, take measures in the field of education, in order to 

encourage knowledge of the history, traditions, language and culture of the minorities 

existing within their territory. Persons belonging to minorities should have adequate 

opportunities to gain knowledge of the society as a whole.  
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���#�*����+��X+������@��#*'U���'D��	��QV^�%��-��=��/��@ Bilingualism is a 

global phenomena that can be observed in most countries.It means that a person gogical 

capacilearns another language beside his mother tounge.Mother tongue is a persons first 

language that he communicates by,gets grown,learns the cultural and socialgical 

specifications of his own environment and gets identified by.But in most countries such as 

Iran the child faces with another language but his mother tongue in his education period.This 

language is the lingua Franca of country which is different in phonology,lexical,syntax from 

his firstly taught language.From this stage the bilingualism comes to be felt. If a child learns 

two languages at the same time and with the same efforts of education and exactly according 

to his mental and pedaties gets to a relatively progress.In this situation,each of languages 

helps the other to get enriched and the acquired progress is transformed based on 

Transformation-Decision principal Its also necessary for a bilingual child to receive 

educations on basic principals and in sort and quality of communication in order to 

compensate the differences of his mother tongue and formal language of the country also use 

of those teachers that are perfect in both language.It seems to be also preferable to revise in 

how-to-teach principals of the contents of lessons for bilingual childrens and by this we can 

step a wide range in relieving the problems and facilities.  
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Doc. 9710 

13 February 2003 

The problem of 30 million Azerbaijanis living in Iran (Southern Azerbaijan) to get 

access to education in their mother tongue 

Motion for an order 

presented by Mr R. Huseynov and others 

This motion has not been discussed in the Assembly and commits only the members who 

have signed it 

190 years ago - as a result of the war between Iran and Russia in accordance with the 

Gulistan treaty of 1813 and the Turkmenchay treaty of 1828, Azerbaijan was divided into 

two parts - Southern Azerbaijan was placed under the authority of Iran, Northern Azerbaijan 

under Russia. 

Northern Azerbaijan gained independence as the Azerbaijan Democratic Republic in 1918-

1920, when Southern Azerbaijan established independent government in the years 1945-

1946. Unfortunately, both of the above-mentioned states lost their independence resulting 

foreign pressure. Azerbaijan Democratic Republic lost its sovereignty when Soviets invaded 

the country and it became part of the USSR, however, in 1991, its independence was restored 

as the Republic of Azerbaijan. 

At present there is a population of 8 million in the Republic of Azerbaijan, but the number of 

ethnic Azerbaijanis living in a compact way in Iran is close to 30 million. Unfortunately, 

these Azerbaijanis do not have the opportunity to receive education in their mother tongue in 

that country. 
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A number of Council of Europe member states have close political, economic, scientific-

cultural relations with Iran and, even if Iran is not a European country about 30 million 

Azerbaijani compatriots, share the same linguistic and moral-cultural values as the citizens of 

the Republic of Azerbaijan. If they had the opportunity to obtain the right to education in 

their mother tongue they would be able to conserve and develop their identity, at least to read 

books, newspapers published in the Republic of Azerbaijan, to acquire the national as well as 

European values, to acquire a more European way of thinking and behaviour with a view of 

membership of Azerbaijan in the Council of Europe. 

The Parliamentary Assembly believes that the provision of conditions by the Iranian 

government for establishing primary, middle and higher schools for the ethnic Azerbaijani 

population living in Iran will be a sign of dealing with for the essential rights of the major 

national minority. 

The Parliamentary Assembly therefore calls the Committee of Culture, Science and 

Education to examine this problem and prepare the report. 

Signed (see overleaf) 

Signed : 1 

Huseynov R., Azerbaijan, LDR 

Aliyev I., Azerbaijan, EDG 

Çavu�olu Y., Turkey, LDR 

Clerfayt, Belgium, LDR 

Eörsi, Hungary, LDR 

Gündüz I., Turkey, EPP 

Lydeka, Lithuania, LDR 

Martínez Casañ, Spain, EPP 

Mollazade, Azerbaijan, LDR 

Rakhansky, Ukraine, UEL 

Rigoni, Italy, EPP 

Rybak, Ukraine, EDG 

Smorawínski, Poland, EPP 

Tevdoradze, Georgia, EDG 

Varela i Serra, Spain, LDR 

Zhvania, Georgia, SOC 

 
1        SOC: Socialist Group 

      EPP: Group of the European People’s Party 

      EDG: European Democratic Group 

      LDR : Liberal, Democratic and Reformers’ Group 

      UEL: Group of the Unified European Left 

      NR: not registered in a group 
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Iranian Azerbaijanis Mother Language Rights 

 

To:  UNSECO, Human Rights Organizations  

Appeal to: UNESCO and Human Rights Organization  

On behalf of Iranian Azerbaijanis who respect the 21st. of February as the annual 

International Mother Language Day, and as the believers of UNESCO?s intention to 

achieve global peace through solving cultural differences.  

Azerbaijanis had decided to celebrate this day in the city of Tabriz (the central city of 

Iranian Azerbaijan) in order to help a better understanding, integration and co-operation 

amongst the ethnic Iranian.  

They had obtained proper permit from the special organization within the government of 

Islamic Republic of Iran for this occasion and had invited 18 linguists and related 

speakers to participate in this celebration.  

In spite of necessary information which was presented to the authorities in Tabriz, 

assembling permit was denied by police force some hours before the beginning of the 

ceremony and the participants were obliged to leave the area without any clarification.  

Referring to the latest statistics of UNESCO which clearly specifies that "half of the 

world?s 6000 to 7000 languages are in danger of extinction", we the 23,000,000 

Azerbaijanis of Iran (UN statistics 1998) composing % 37 of Iranian population against 

22,000,000 Farsi speaking population of the country (% 35 as the same statistics) are 

facing the danger of extinction of our mother language due to the lack of educating our 
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children in our own language.  

Although we, Azerbaijanis along with speakers of other languages and dialects are the 

actual nation of Iran, unfortunately since 1925 our language rights have officially been 

taken over by Farsi language and we have lost the rights of any development and 

protection over our own Mother language by forbidding them to educate in schools and 

other educational organizations, which concluded none Farsi languages to be sacrificed 

by Chauvinistic Pan-Farsism.  

Even after the Islamic Revolution of Iran (1979) in-spite-of articles 15 and 19 of 

country?s constitutional law to protect none Farsi languages, the government has not 

been able to support none Farsi languages in the country and Iran has become the largest 

grave-yard of none Farsi mother languages and dialects.  

In accordance with the latest verifications and investigations, Iranian nation is facing the 

danger of extinction of about 130 languages and dialects out of 200 living languages and 

dialects of the country within next 50 years if immediate actions are not taken to reserve 

them in proper ways.  

We therefore take the opportunity of forwarding our appeal to the UNESCO and Human 

Rights Organizations to help us with reservation of our mother language within 

humanitarian bounds and boundaries before it becomes humanitarian disaster.  

Sincerely,  
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